I
n North America, practically all serpentine Aridisols are in Baja California. There may be some small, insignificant serpentine Aridisol occurrences in western Nevada or north of the Garlock fault in southern California, but the largest exposure at Candelaria in the Great Basin has been drastically altered by mining operations. The serpentine Aridisols of Baja California were observed and sampled during several short visits there. Descriptions of two pedons sampled during those visits were published in a book (Alexander et aI., 2007) , but no laboratory data have been reported anywhere. Because there have been no other previous reports on serpentine Aridisols in North America, results that include laboratory investigations are reported here.
Geologic Setting
The ultramafic rocks of Baja California are associated with Mesozoic island arc and sea floor deposits that were accreted to the North American continent during the Mesozoic Era. Those containing ultramafic rocks occur along the Pacific Coast from Cedros Island down the Viscafno Peninsula, reappearing on Magdalena and Santa Margarita Islands (Fig. 1) . Some of the rocks have been subducted and altered to the blueschist facies (Sedlock, 2003) . There is a small occurrence of similar, but older (Mesozoic nevertheless), rocks in the ophiolite of Calmalli in Baja California Norte, near the border with Baja California Sur. 
Methods
Soils were described according to the Soil Survey Manual (Soil Survey Staff 1993 
